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This papier ontlines five aethcds of re^search on sex 
bias lA the classrooa: one^tine ^arvey, one class/one treatnentr ;tvo^^ 
class/tvo \trcatBent, one class/randOB assigniient to treatment, aitd 
analysis of differentiated effect. It shows how each aethod coald;be 

.,as[ed in ^tteapting to . aeasare ' the effect of a uDit on Nona 'Klein 's 
"HcB, the Bplf lain and He"; gives hypothetical results, as if ^ach / 

; 8etho4 had been nsed; Und- indicjates hov these re je ill ts night be 
interpreted. The paper OQ;nclade|'s by noting that t^ie study o'f sexism ,^ 
inherent', in Icngnage and literaptare, should.be a vital pa^t of the 
English ciirriciiluiD«; (TJ) ' ^ 
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Raaaarchlng Sex Bias la. the Glassfoom 



Fade out : ' '^'Mifs • Olson.. Fade In Dr#. Hedry Outright, as 
he enteM hls^fashlonable office at Ocean 'City Memorial Hos- 
> pltal. pe l^gteatred by two ladles— Lydla Brlnthrop, his 

chic private secretary,^ and Mary Margaret Muldune, longtime 
chief nursei at Ocean Memorj^al. I>r. jCutrl^t has been on 
leave of absence^ *recpverii^ from the untimely death of his ' 
second wlfe|v Iris, killed when the ambulance in which she Ws 
riding, alonl^ with her secret lover Attorney Austin Rldgley 
yt^llegedly dying of a tropical skin disease) crashed into 
ycha chatged wire gates of Professor Hugo Bierho'ffer*s got^ic 
estate at the ^dge of town^ Rldgley-, now cured of the rash 
but how a hopeless amnesiac, has forgotten everyjihing he has 
IcjSrned alj^^ut law andf has decided, against the wishes of his 
dot£ng Hpusekeeper, (in actuality his tm>ther) 

to enter the me'dlcal prof e'^s ion as a psychiatrist. Kellie, 
afraid that^ if Rldgley ejaters medicine' at Ocean Miemdrlal, he 
' may discover' that ^ux^e Muldune is his first wife,''whpm Rldgley 
believes is also dea4, but who, in reality, has received plas- 
'Surgery ,:V. • •** , / ■ ■ ■'. - ./ ; 



X. / As Alice L. Mulr out, casting a play, in this case a soap 

6pera, is an eiijpyable way of assessing sex role attitudes in the classroom. 

.'■■y . ■ * ; ;>•*•'■'•■" - ■• • 

v Notie the above ex The men->«-Hehry cfutrigiht, Austin Rldgley, and Hugo 

Plerhoffer-->^ccupy prestigious positions in Ocean tJity; wt^ereas the women — 

Mary H^S^ret Miildlune, Lydla Brlnthrop, Iris, and Nellie 0*Floozy«— occupy 

relatively subservient positions. The graduate student \^o conqposed the 

Ocean City saga, tlu)ugh . creative, ran the risk of being labeled as sexist 

as his female counterpart, cast the doctor, lawyer, ^nd professor as 

iromen, and the nurse, secretary, and housekeeper as men. 

-ju '-' V ' . " ■ A - •■ ; -A * . ■ ' ' : ' 

The spip opera scripts were reisponses to an entry level test adminls- 

:^ered In a course entitled "Sexism in Reading MmLanguage Programs. U Stu- 

'den^s, mostly wbmen, were surprised how automatically they cast doctors, 

lawyers, college professors as men^-se6retarles,r nurses, and housekeepers as 



^nmn. Perhaps we can blame ttj^e televlalon soap, operas. But then, what ; 

about Dr« Lattra^^rton on Days of Our Lives . Dr.; Maggie Powers on The 

. Doctors . a&4 maste'r architect Gwen Frame , jbn Another World ? ^ 

' CoaVinced they were' all sexist, the students, for the most part 

experienced teachers, embarked on the course's three objectives: (1) l:o 

review tlr^ tprofesslonal literature on sexism, (2) to develop classroom 

materials tbat focus on sex role stereotyping, and (3) toi. field test these ^ 

materials using 9ome form of research design. The third obJeQtlve— research- 
■ * • • ^ . ' ' ^ ' ■ ■ * ^ 
creiated the^mbst concern. However, thq coxi^lned\effort8^ of Responses to 

\ ' ' ' ' ■ . . : . ^ ^ 

Sexlsdt (Clapp, 1976), Sexism and Language (Nllsen and others, 1977) and 
Caxqibell and 'Stanley (1963) produced' five research designs for teachers Ash- 
ing to engage In restearch In their own class cq^ms: the one-^ljne survey, the 

> . ^ ; . . . ! . . ' \ ^ ' . 

one class-one treatment experliaent, the tyo c^ass-two tre^tmept experiment J 

'*;»■. ■ s ■ ' :■ ' \ 

the one class-random^sslgnment to treatment experiment and analysis of J 

differentiated effect. For economy, ^11 the- suggested research will focus on 

■ . •. ■ : ;-■ -. ■ ■ ■ ■ ' . 

attempt^ to measur^;the effect of a unit on Mom, the If marl and Me . and the 
data will be fictitious, yet realistic. 

One-Time Survey r ' - * ' 

■ ^ , ■■ ■V ' ■ ' . • ■ 

Itallke thei research laboratory, thd, classroom^recludes cfost sclentlf 1- , 
cally controlled ^research; children are unpredictable as are many features 
of c l^ass room environment, i For this reason, the one-time *tfurvey .IsV Effective I 
because distraction and Interference are minimized. Gonsl^r the following ^ 
'Values clarification^' exercise one teacher administered prlor^o teadHffTg 
^^rma Klein* s • Mom, the Wolf m6n and^^Me > a book tha^ defies certain' sejc role, 
stereotypes. * , » ^' 



t±8^e 1. Sanqple One^Xljntt 'Survey Adndnlstered B^^ 
. , * Raad Horn, the Wolfman, and Me 

Ideal Qualities 

Inatructions : Rank order the following characteristics aiccordlng to inpor- 
- ' • . tance for (1) the ideal female and (2) the ideal male. 

Characteristic Hank for ' Rank for 

Female i ' Male 

: -^--^--^ ■ -■•^^ -r--, . - 

generosity i 

gentleness 

physical - ^ 

^ attractiveness 

■■ • •• ■ ■ . , , - ' ■ 

hunor 

athletic ability 1| 
t ^ mechanical ability 

friendliness , ; 

consideration ^ • • 

■ " . ■ . ■ > ■ ■■ * • 

: intc^ligeniee'" V, - 



Use numbers 9' through i> high through Igw, 



After students have filled out 'the survey, the d^fe^^ can be conq>iled In Various 
■* . . '•■ . * . . ' ^ 

First a class overage^f or each trait, female ^lank and male rank, will 

* • . • • i^j^' * \ * 

indicate a values profile for^hose about to read Mom:\' 



V- 



X ■' — 

Figure 2. 


CI aa a Averages for Selected Traits from 
Saigiple One-xime Survey 




Characteristic , 




Average 

Rank, for " C 
< Female 


Average 
^ank for 
^ Male 


generosity 




2.6 - 


5.1 


gentleness 

/ 

physical 

attractiveness 

if 




6.9 


2.4 




8.6 


6.2 



The data above suggest that this group of students approaches Mom with some 
^fairly traditional attitudes toward sex differences. 

Second, the surveys that male students submit can be sep^ated from the 
8urve>8 that female. students suinnit; the resulting data can be repor^^,^ - 
aejparately and comparatively: , 



Figure 3. Class Averages for Selected Traits from 
, Saiq>le Orie-Tlme Survey, Separated by Sex of Students 


Characteristic 


Average Rank 
' By Males 


for Female 
By Femal«8 


Average Rank for, Male 
By Male s By Females 


^ ^generosity 


5.2 




3.2 6.9 


gentleness 


8.1 


.5.9 


1.3 3.6 ^ 


pl^yaical 

attractiveness 


8.8 


8.4 


8.8 , 3.7 . , 



These data, 'more sensitive than those in Figure 2, indicate that : the i^les 
and females in the class coiiie to Mom with, in most cases, differing sex role 
e^epectati&ns. . ^ 



Coaa«qu«ntly, data from attltiide surveys on aex role stereotyping tpll 

" ■ ■ 1 

more ^en •ubdlylded accordlnig to the sex of th^ respondent. > - . 

One^C 1 as s /Ona-Tr e atment , 1 . 

The one-time survey is limited. It can measure only the altituie 
•nvlronnent at one given point in time. Though useful a? diagnosis, it 
reveals little about the effectiveness of teaching ^and learning. A one- 

• ' ■ ■ . , , ■ ■ V " " ' ' 

cl aaa/one^tre atment strategy reveals more.^ . j" 

Using this design, a teacher can see if Mom, the»W61fman. and Me 
would have any effect on changing student attitudes toward sex roles, - 

" ' ■ . • . . . ! » 

Before the novel Is taught, an attitude inventory 'can be adminisberedr 
■ > . ■ • ■ ■ •■ ■ ' ' ■■ • , '' 

after the novel is taught, the nirne attitude inventory M re-administered. 

Results from the first inventory , are donpared to those from the.sebond ^ 

* . ■ '■-*'- 

, ■ ■ ■ • - 1^ ' 

inventory. Any changes could be, then, attributed to the quality of ,in-^ 

' ■ ■ " , " ' ' ■ V 

Consider, first, a pattlal attltudb Inventory; 





Figure 4i (Parti[al), Attitude Inventory, Administered Before 
A«<.^« a^„A^r,fM »rm Tauffht Mom. the Wolfman. and Me 


and 






Inftructlona: RAad each of Che following statements. If you agEgfi with the 
,«-T -T ^TT ni-TfA^ A, Tf vou aire undecided, circle U. If you 
disasree with the staliemiBnt, circle D. 


1. 


A woiiian'a plate* is in the home. 


A 


U D 








\ 


A VDnutti should worKy it ane wancB coy even 
*0h« doesn't need the money . 






A 


U 


D 


\ 


Children need the guidance of both parents. 

' ■ " ♦ ' * '\ 


A 

A 


IT Tfe 










A f At!her can effectively rear his children alone. 

4& ^CIkAAw& WWII ~ ^ ~ 






A 


U 


D 


5. 


Fathers have different. styles of disciplining 
their children from mothers. 


A 


U D 








t 


With respect to dlsclplli^ng children, there, are 

more similarities among fathers as compared to 
. mothers than there are differences between them. 






A ' 

1 




D 


7. 


Caring for children is basically the Job of the 
mother. 


A 


U D 








8. 


Fathers should take a large part in carlng-^for. 
children. A 






A 


U 

t 


D 


9. 


' Children tend to develop closer friendships with 
their mothers • 


A 


U D 








10* 


OiUdren develop friendships with, th^ir parents 
in much thp same, way as they do with children 
theit own age. 7 




4 


A 


u 


D 



r 



Note iiiat the statements are almost paired opposites. So, if a student agrees 
with, an odd-numbered statement, that student might disagree with .the even- 
nun^ered ajatement yith. which it is paired^, (this 'could be a check on consis- 
terlcy;Of attitude). By assigning number credit 'to each attitude, a total 
. numerical score for each student can be reached: ' 



rigv^a 5. 8corlng;Cutd0 for (jprtlal) Attitude Inventory 

■ * A U 0 A U D 



1. A Wmta'e piece le In the home. 

^. A women ehould vork» If ehe wente to, even 
1^ *he doesn't need the money. 

3. Children need the guldence of both perente. 

4. A fether c«i effectively rear \k±B children 

el6ne. 

■ • •. • etc • 



I 2 3 



1 2r 3 



3 2 1 




Fre-te^t 


ecorea can, then, be compared with post-test scores: 






Student 


Figure 6. Pre-test and 
Inventory for 

Pre^Test 


Post^test Scores on Attitude 
a Hypothetical Class. 

Post*Test Difference 




Susie 


^ 

25 




11 


/ 


Bill 


14 


-38 


,24 




Jose 


19 , 


36 , 


2 




Angela 
Sera 


.38 
31 


5 




Dave ' 


20. / 


15 , . 


■ - 5 








Total. Growth 


26 








Average Growth 


4.3 







The data suggest that ttom^ the Wolfman> and Me tended to change students* 



attl|:udee. , Subdivided by sex, the data could show vmether female or nfale 
students were more phanged by the book:> . . ^ ^ 



rigur« 7« ?KM^tmBt and Post-t^st Soorss on 'Att£tud« 
; Inventory for « Hypothetical ClM», ^ 
: ' SapJrmtad^ According to Sax of Studant C 



Mala Studanta 



Mam* 


Pr« 




Dl£ 




BlU 


i4 


38 


24 ■ . . 




Jo'm 


19 


21 


' 2 




Dave ' 


20. 


15. 


. . -5' ■ 





TQtal Growth 19 
'Avar age Growth 6*3 



remale Students 
Smam Pre Post Dlf 



Susie 
Angela 
. Sara. 



35 
38 
31 



3l 
27 
36 



II 



-11 



Total .growth ' 5 
Average Growth 1*7 



TwD«'Cla«a/Two«-treatn>ent 



Althou^ a lot of information can be gained from the one- ciaa a /one- treatment 
dealgn. It la aomewhat limiting. For Instance, a marked- change of attitude might 
Wa occurred fbf.aome reaaon other thatf Mom. Tosep If *the book, made a difference 
a' teacher might want to compare attitude Inventory dcores from two clasaea— one 
claaa reading Ujm, one clisws reading another book, preferably one that doesn t 

advocate similar attitudes, say. The Old Man and the Sea . Contrastlve data might 

* ■ ■ • ■ 

X < 

^ look aomethlng like thl^: 





>P 

rigura 8r^ Data from Tuo Claaaaa Taking Invantory 

♦ 1 4 










Claaa Two 

(914 ^) 








ll«M 


• 




NaiM 


Pra 


Boat. 


GrowCh. 


1 




36 11 




Mary 


25 


' 27 


2' 




a 'til 

' Sara ' 31 


27 -11 




* Sochi 
Audry 


38 
29 


37 
29 


• -1 
, 0 


i 




';^«iiutlc Total 


5 

1.7 






pemale Total 
Female AveraM 


X 
0.3 


Bill 14 


38 24 




Tylar 


14 




2- . 




Joaa 19 


21 ,2 




Ray 


19 


17 


-2 , 




Dava 20 


15 -5 




Joa 


20 


21 


, 1 




1 ^ 


Hala Total 


19 
6.3 






Hale Total 


1 
0.3 


' Famala and Mala Total 
Vamala and Mala AvR. 


26 
4.3 




Famale and Mala Total 
Female and Male Avk. 


2 
0.3 



< 



v Ona^lasa/RiPdoii! Asalioament to Treatment 
\ t . 1^ "tuorclaaa/twtxeatinant design will provide coiq>arative data about 
changes In sex role attitudes* -showing that one group of students* (in the 
above case, the groiq> reading Mom ) had a greater attitude change than did 
mother group (in the above c^e» the group reading Old Man )a, Comparing one 
claaa vlth another is useful as long as the sttidents in both classes- have 
alallar characteristics, fbat ^f» for instance, the studenta iii Class Two 
were tvo yeara younger than^those in Class One > or one track higher, or had 
all read Sheila Schwartz* Ifl^ke Mom. Like Me one month before? Coiqparative 
data, than, would be insignificsnta To guard against invalid conq>ari8on8, a 
teacher can randomly aaalgn students t6 two teaching sftrategle^ %rithin the 



•••ifon^t oaa •oooBopLlshad •Atily. Ualng th% roll book^ m 
t%9ichmt can plaea odd "MlkDb^rad atudsnts In on« group (A) and avan numbarad 
•tudanta In anothar group (B)« m « chack tb aaa vhathar tha gicoupa 

tta aqual^ atandardlsad raadlng acoraa or couraa gradaa can ba uaad/ 







1 


« 


♦ 








a 




f 




: igvra 9t Mil Shaat for a Hypothattcal Juhlor High 








, \^ School Engllah Claaa 










Raad^nit Grade Averaita 


A 


1. 


Andrtws, B«tty 


10.1 - 


A 


B 


2. 


Buck, Gaotga ' ( 


4.3 


D ^ 


A 


<a. 


Clark, -Ban , * * ' 


' . 7.1 


c • 


. B 


A. 


Corcoran^ Lydla ' «. 
Donklh^ Varua 


s 9.3 


A 


A 


S. 


8.3 


B 


B 


6. 


* Svarhardt^ Liaa ' 


" 9.6 


IT 


r , A3* 7.. 


, Fairmont^ Lola 


7.3 


C 


B 


8. 


Grlgmont^ Howard 




A 


A 


9. 


Putnam^ Carl 


9.6 


B 


\, ,B 


10. 


Ramonda^ Hactor, 


10.2 


B • 


A 


41.^ 


Zlploc^ Patula 


9.6 


D 


B 


42. 


Abacrombaa^ Petra ^ 


' 7.6 


B 

^ ' > .- 



Tha raaultaht randomlzad groups would look like Flgpre 9A. 





Group A Yr«><faa<t »MBmy lAe ^l** ^ 



?Aaiteew8^;^Betii^y.; 
^r'S.; "'iBl'atk, Ben 
. 5* IkiiMk^ 7eru8, 
7« Fairmont, Lois 

Z^ploc, Petula 



Grade Average 



41. 



Jpverage 



10.1 . 


A 


7.1 








7.3 


' C 




■■• B- 


■ 9.6 


D* 


8.7 . 


C 



Group B /reada-^ Qld Man and the Sea ) . 



2, . Budci George 

4. Corctdtan, Lydia 

^ 8i Grlgiikmt; Hp^ 

10 • Ramonida , ! Hector 

42. ^aczoinbee, Petra 



' Ajrerdge 



4.3 

9.? 

9.6 
li.2 
10.2 

8.7, 



D 
A 
D 
A 
B 
B 

OH 



In effeqt, the class is diviiled into two equal part*. Stoce the two parts 
the clMs are equal, dnj.y the post-test attutude invethtory nped be given. 
Results mJLght arrange themselves like this: 



of 



Flgure\lO. /Results from Two Randomized Group's Takjng 
V Po^t-Test Only Attitude Inventory 

* Group B (Old Man) 



Student 

Andrews 

Clark 

Oomkin 

Fairmont 

Putnam ' 

Ziploc 




Student 
Buck 

Corcoran 

Everhardt 

Grigmon& 

Ramonda 

Abacrombee 



Score 

.40 
19 
22 
17 
23 
14 




Th^ hypothetical data lii Figure 10 liidicates that "bet terj' attitudes tovsrA 
sex role stereotyping were achleii^ed by students reading Mom, the Wolfmany and, 
4n Af fact, the book, did make/a difference : 



Differentiated Effect . , ■* . . ■ 

. Additional Information about the ianpact of Mom can be gained, by looking 
at different types of students. For instance, coopat^ the scores jsf female 
atudents with male students, or high readers with low readers. Here are some 
vrs^s of looking at differentiated effect: , 



Figure 11. Results from the Randomized Groups Taking Post-Test 
Only Attitude Inventory, According to Sex 



Group A (Mom ) 



' Group B (Old Man) 



■ Females 
Betty 36t 
Lois .27 
Petula 15 

• Aygt 23 



Males 
Ben - 38 
Verus 21 
Carl 36. 
Avg. 31.7 



, Females 
Lydla 19 
Llsja 
Fetra 
, Avg . 



Males 
George 40 • 
22 - Howard 17 
14 Hector 23 
18.3 Avg.. 23.7 



Figure 12. Results from the Randomized Groups Tdclng Post-Test 
Only Attitude inventory,, According to High Readei:8/Low Readers 



Group A (Mom) 



Group B (Old Man) 



m pj h Readers 
Betty, 36 
Carl 36 
Petula 15 
Avg-, 29 



Low Readers 
Ben 38 
Verus 21 
Lois. 22 
Avg. 28.7 



Hldi Readers - 
Lisa 2r 
Howard 17^ 
Hector 23 
Avg. 20.7 



Low Readers 
George . 40 
Lydla 19 
Petra J;4 
Avg. 24.3 



With regard to differentiated effect. Figure 11 Indicates that Mom did lnq>rove 
the 'attitudes of bo^h the ^ale students and the female students who read It, 
and that It had a sllghtlx stronger lip^t on males tlian on females. Flpi^e 12 



Indicates that the hook had a slightly stronger lii?>act on hl^ reiders' th 
It dl4 on low Readers. 



nrs' tha^ 



f . ... .■■•^■■•■\^., • 




' Why Do Research At All ? % ^^ 

. « Doing good research ta^yhe classroom is time-consuming, but It^can pro^* 
vl4« abundant Information the effectlyfe^sa of teaching iidy4rrlculiim-- 

plus It's f«n If yoii Include thS students In. gatliering and. proc^slng data. 
The one-time sui^ey is useful as a "s^^pshot" of attltuded /alues exist- 
ing at a moment in time . It is useful In predicting how' s tqdenti will accept 
" M nmr body of learning. The one-class / Qnfe.t:l^^f^,T.a^n^ , pa^tidul^ly wLtH its ' 
pre-asd post-test, measnres possible changes in stuient behavior as. a result 

.of teaching. The two-class/two-treatment rofapa,.oa f^,j,^^f^. &E studesnts 

Receiving two ty]^es of instruction. Randtwn fl>B^p;nnZ.^ ^^^^^4^^^^ \.u^^^^^^ 
eq^al groups, whether teaching does,, in fact, malc^ a difference. Finally, 

differentiated effects indicate that teaching ,iaay have different kinds of ^ 

: ■ ■ ■ ■ /. ^ , . A ■ ■ .. 

effects on different types of students. 

■ ■ ■ ^ .■ ■ (■ ■/*■■'■ , . 

Research in sex bias is especially productive if it is handled scientifi- 
cally. Attitudes determljie the way va Vveat^ other people. Since English 
coursoa promote conmunication and undarstanding, the study of sexism, inherent 
in languageniand literature, is a vital part of tlia curriculum. 



.•.■a-.' i- ■. ■. , j,;..-.!'.- ...a-, ; 
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